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February is here and we are half way through the school year. On February 9, 2012 all Grades 1-8 students 

will bring home the elementary report card, in the form revised by the Province last year. The Progress 

Report in November provided you with information about how your child was learning in the classroom 

and gave an indication of progress towards achieving the curriculum expectations for all subjects.   

 

Learning Skills and Work Habits are an important focus of the report card.  These are critical life skills that 

students will work on from Grades 1 to Grade 12.  Teachers evaluate how well students are achieving these 

skills for their grade level and include a comment about each student's strengths and some next steps for 

continued growth. 

 

For each subject being taught this term, your child will receive either a letter grade (Grades 1-6) or a 

percentage grade (Grades 7 & 8).  If a subject is only being taught in Term 2, then the teacher will check 

“NA” (not applicable) for that subject on the report card.  For each subject, there will be a comment that 

describes your child's strengths and some next steps that will support learning in Term 2.   

 

On February 9, 2012, all kindergarten students will be bringing home the antidotal report card in the form 

prescribed by the District School Board of Niagara.  Parents will be informed of all aspects of your child’s 

progress to date regarding the six areas of overall expectations noted on the back of the report card. 

 

Communication between teachers and parents/guardians is an important support for student success. We 

encourage all parents/guardians to discuss the report card with your child.  All parents/guardians are 

invited to contact the school if you would like an opportunity to discuss your child's achievement and next 

steps for learning with his/her teacher.  

 

We have been working diligently as a team to create report cards that tell you how your children are doing 

and what you can do to help your children succeed in school.  

 

We know that when parents are involved in education, when they support and promote the importance of 

school and learning, our students/your children do well in school. We thank you for checking agendas 

nightly, reading with your children, checking homework, reviewing work from school and working with your 

children’s teachers to help them learn. We are very proud of the dedicated work of our students. All classes 

are working on creating work that meets high levels of success criteria. We are teaching our students to 

reflect on their own work and learning and improve their work to meet the standards set in class. We are 

seeing great learning here at Glendale! 

 

Yours in education, 

 

 

Mrs. Patrice Johnson 

Principal 

“Proudly Soaring toward success with Spirit, Strength & Responsibility” 



 

 

 

WE ARE COUNTING DOWN TO KINDERGARTEN! 
 
Children who will be four years of age or older by December 31, 2012 are eligible to enroll in Kindergarten starting September 2012. 
 
Going to school for the first time is a big step for children and their parents. At the DSBN, families start that journey together at the 
‘Kindergarten Countdown’ open houses. Families can tour our school, meet the kindergarten teacher, and receive a gift bag filled 
with fun learning resources and information that will help children develop school readiness skills. You can even register your child 
at the Open House.   
 
Mark your calendar for Thursday, February 2, 2012 from 4-6 p.m. for our Kindergarten Countdown open house. Visit www.dsbn.org 
and click on “Kindergarten” for all the details! 
 
Can’t make the open house? No problem! Call the school at 905-735-5213 and we would be happy to set up an appointment to 
register your child.  
 

 
EDUCATION FOUNDATION OF NIAGARA 
 
Simply put, we need your help…to continue the work of relieving the effects of poverty and helping our DSBN students 
during emergency situations. 
 

Our Fifth Annual Make Change for Children Campaign is happening February 21
st
  – 24

th
, 2012, and with our 

school’s support, they can help continue the mission of equalizing educational opportunities regardless of financial 
constraints by supporting students during times of adversity.  Please consider saving your coinage for that special week. 
 

 

MAD SCIENCE 
 
Our Mad Science club started last Wednesday.  They will continue to meet at the first 
break until February 29, if you have previously signed up. 
 

 

MID-TERM ASSESSMENT 

 
Over the last few weeks, our grade three and grade six students have completed a mid-term assessment in reading and 
writing.  The purpose is to prepare for the Provincial Assessment in May.  Mathematics mid-term assessments will occur 

Remember to listen to the local radio stations or 
television or check the DSBN website (dsbn.org) 
for information on weather-related school closures 
and bus cancellations.  Please refrain from calling 
the school. 

http://dsbn.org/kindergarten/


after Term 1 report cards.  Our staff be examining the mid-term assessment in order to make adjustments to our 
instruction so that our grade 3 and grade 6 students will be well prepared for the May assessment. 
 
 

LITERACY  
   

Literacy is much more than being able to read and write. Literacy allows people to read 

the world rather than just the word. It involves using the different forms of communication, 

which gives us further opportunities in our society — for our families, our communities and 

ourselves. Literacy helps us understand the world we live in. It also helps us understand 

ourselves and express our identity, our ideas and our cultures. 

 

There are many different literacy practices used by families. Some are reading and writing activities, while 

others help build literacy in other ways. Here are a few examples: 

 

Learning:  a father and child walk upstairs counting each step together, then share a library book about 

numbers. 

Doing everyday tasks:  a mother involves a child in writing a grocery list, then finding the items together at the 

store. 

Helping children develop literacy:  on a bus ride, a teenager plays word games with his younger sister and 

points out signs. 

Maintaining relationships: a family reads together and talks about how what they read has meaning and 

relevance in their everyday life. 

Interacting with institutions: a parent and child discuss the child’s report card with the teacher. 

 

Every family uses literacy to do different things every day. This includes families with an oral tradition as well as 

families that use print often.  
Quoted from www.aflo.on.literacy.ca

 
G.R.E.A.T. PROGRAM 
 
From November to January, the Grade 7 class has had the opportunity to learn the effects of drugs and gangs through 
a program called “G.R.E.A.T.”  G.R.E.A.T stands for “Gang Resistance Education and Training”. The G.R.E.A.T program was 
lead by Officer Wayne Orcutt of the Niagara Regional Police. This program talks about how to make better decisions 
and how to say “No” to peer pressure. This program also helped us understand what is right and wrong. Have you seen 
some posters popping up around the school? They are from the G.R.E.A.T program. We decided to put up posters with 
positive messages and slogans to help students at Glendale make good decisions every day. In order to carry on and 
make good choices we will be doing things around the school in the upcoming months to make our school an even 
better place. 

By  Keaton W, Beverlyanna V.,  Courtney D. 

 
THE “WE CARE” CHALLENGE 
 
The kindergarten classes were in charge of the character trait of Caring for January.  We discussed what caring looked 

like and what caring sounded like.  In our classroom, we encouraged positive and caring acts through our 
“caring and sharing puffs.”  The kindergarten students wanted to do something similar throughout the 
entire school.  We came up with the “WE CARE CHALLENGE.”  When a student did a caring or kind act, 
he/she received a “caring and sharing puff”.  Each classroom was trying to fill their caring and sharing puffs 
jar by the end of the month.  If the jar is filled by February 1, then the class would receive a small treat. 
 

 

PAUSE TO PLAY 
 
During the next couple of months our school is encouraging all families to participate in the Pause to Play Family 
Challenge.  The goal of this campaign is to challenge children and their families to spend less time in front of their screens 

http://www.google.ca/imgres?q=family+affair+literacy&hl=en&gbv=2&biw=1054&bih=799&tbm=isch&tbnid=wqdSq-T4gZP0ZM:&imgrefurl=http://www.nwt.literacy.ca/resources/famlit/howtokit/caught/9.htm&docid=WuV3LesnN4TwaM&imgurl=http://www.nwt.literacy.ca/resources/famlit/howtokit/caught/graphics/lernlogo.gif&w=100&h=109&ei=oy4oT4DGFsaSgQelkN35BA&zoom=1


and more time being physically active.  It is difficult for youth to limit media use without family support; therefore we 
encourage the whole family to participate and get active together!   
 
Health Canada recommends 60-90 minutes of exercise a day for children and youth. This might 
seem like a lot, but it can be divided up into 10-minute chunks of time and achieved throughout 
the day.   
 
Support your child being activeY 
 Praise your child for their efforts in choosing an active lifestyle  
 Promote non-competitive activities 
 Be familiar with school activities and encourage your child to join 
 Have each family member take turns choosing an activity that everyone will participate in 
 Discover the pleasure of being active together 
 Physical activity strengthens family relationships and fosters a sense of community so incorporate activities into family 
time. 
 Keep your screen time to a minimum ~ the Canadian Paediatric Society recommends no more than one hour of 
screen time per day for preschoolers and two hours or less of screen time per day for school-aged children ~ this includes 
television, video games and the internet. 
 

 

CANDY GRAM SALES 
 
The Intermediate students will be taking pre-orders for Valentine Candy Grams from February 6

th
 

through 8
th,

 during first break at a cost of $1.00 each.  Payment must be made at the time of ordering.  The 
Candy Grams are special bags of candy and treats with your special note attached which will be delivered 

on Valentine Day.  Treat yourself, treat a friend.  All proceeds to the Intermediate culminating trip in June. 
 

 

 

COMMUNICATION MATTERS 
Smart Talk From Your Board Speech-Language Pathologists 

 
Why is phonological awareness essential in learning to read and spell? 
The letters in print correspond to the phonemes in words.  Therefore, learning how the alphabet is used to represent 
the sounds in words is important to the growth of reading skills. An individual must learn the letter/sound 
correspondences to "sound out" new words. Also, in order to understand how the alphabet works, one must have a 
conscious awareness that words in oral language are composed of sound segments (phonemes) that can be represented 
by letters of the alphabet. When phonological awareness and decoding ability are low, reading comprehension can be 
virtually non-existent. Phonological awareness is a skill and can be improved with direct training and practice.  
 
Drilling Letter Sounds Instead of Letter Names  
In order to improve reading and spelling skills, drill the sounds that the consonants and the vowels make instead of their 
letter names (e.g. At@ instead of Atee@).  Practice the consonant and vowels  sounds  to mastery and automaticity.   Short 

February’s Spirit Day 

Join in the Griffin School Spirit Day and sport 
your red, white and pink colours on 

FEBRUARY 14. 
(Hearts are also encouraged!) 

http://www.bing.com/images/search?q=no+tv+clip+art&view=detail&id=CACE20E6EEE5426339EAE906A5FDD7EBF5F27134&first=0&FORM=IDFRIR


vowel sounds can be tricky to learn (e.g. the short Ai@  sound in Abit@ versus the short  Ae@ sound in Abet@).   It is often 
difficult for the student to auditorily discriminate between the short vowels sounds (the ability to hear the difference 
between different sounds).    Short vowels are critical to the reading and spelling process and should be targeted with 
drills and games!   
 
Segmenting Sounds to Spell (Encoding) and Blending Sounds to Read (Decoding ) 

Segmenting- The ability to segment words into individual sounds is a critical step in the reading and spelling process (e.g. 
The word cat is comprised of  3  sounds "c@, Aa@ and At@).  

Blending-  The ability to  blend  sounds to form words is also correlated with reading and spelling success (e.g. The 
sounds "m@, Ai@, Al@ and Ak" are blended to form the word "milk@).   

For both segmenting and blending drills, it is vital to use the letter sounds rather than the letter names.   Imagine the 
frustration of trying to sound out Acat@ when using the letter names.  It would be  Asee-ay-tee@ compared to the easier 
method of using the letter sounds Ac@, Aa@ and  At@.       
 
What is the Remediation Plus Program? 
Remediation Plus is a Ahands-on@ reading and spelling program that is based on the Orton-Gillingham approach.  It uses 
phonological awareness and phonics.   Remediation Plus is the only program of its kind recognized by the Canadian 
Government=s Scientific Research and Economic Development program as research-based, scientifically valid and 
effective.   Every elementary school within the DSBN has a Remediation Plus program.  Each Remediation Plus kit is 
licensed to one teacher who is trained to deliver this excellent reading and spelling program.  For more information 
about Remediation Plus, please refer to the website www.remediationplus.com 

 

 

NO SMOKING ON SCHOOL PROPERTY 
 
Just a reminder that the law prohibits smoking on any school property at any time.  This also 
includes smoking in your vehicles while waiting for your children.  The “smoking police” do have the 
authority to hand out significant fines. 
 

Did you Know? 
I. Smoking anywhere on school property including sitting inside a vehicle could cost you $305. 

II. Selling, supplying or sharing cigarettes with anyone under 19 can result in a minimum fine of $365. 

 
This law applies to: 
 
EVERYONE:    Staff, students, parents, visitors 
ANYTIME:     24/7 
ANYWHERE:  Including school parking lots, cars in the parking lot, sports fields, driveways and courtyards 
 
The Smoke-Free Ontario Act is designed to reduce the number of youth who start smoking and to protect 
Ontarians from second-hand smoke. Know the law and protect yourself! 
 
Questions? 
Call the Tobacco Hotline, 905-688-8248, ext.7393, or 1-888-505-6074. 
 
 

Thank you for not combining payments to the school.  We enlist the services of several volunteers to organize either pizza, milk, raffle 

tickets, trip payments, etc.  It is most difficult to balance these payments when we have one payment for multiple activities.  However, 
it is a great idea to combine several students’ payments of one category (example: two or more milk orders paid with one cheque).   
Separate payments should also be in different envelopes too – we had Lunch Lady forms show up in the Mad Science order, and vice 

versa.  Someone almost missed their lunch!  Your co-operation is very much appreciated! 

 



WANTED!  Counters, Games & Griffin Stuff 
 
If you would like to cull some items from around your house or want to donate purchased items to our 
Glendale Griffin Games collection, we are enhancing our collection of activities to use for rainy days, math 
games, co-operative learning games and classroom manipulatives.  Here are some ideas for your 
consideration: 

buttons beans beads 
poker/bingo chips dominoes marbles 

toothpicks small cars (hot wheels) paper plates 
decks of cards stickers bingo dabbers 

dice plasticine/”Playdoh” board games 
straws shell collections cash register tapes 

rock collections  mini glue guns/sticks 
 

MILK DRAW WINNERS  
Congratulations to the following students who were our Milk Draw Winners for the month of January:  Sera D, Jadyn 
S, Emily B, Tehgan P, Logan A, Kaylie W, Keon H, Kyle S, Kylar L, Tinashe M, Brianna B and Nolan R. 
 

✁ 

FEBRUARY NEWSLETTER DRAW 

 

Fill in the answers to the following “skill-testing” questions, then hand into your teacher who will ensure it is placed in 

the draw box at the office for a prize.  Winners of last month’s draw were Mitchell & Matthew W, Ariella D, Griffin & 

Nalea L, and Nicholas & Leigha R. 

 

 Is smoking allowed in cars parked in the school parking lot? ________________________________________________ 

 

 When do Term 1 Report Cards go home? _______________________________________________________________ 

 

Name(s):__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Newsletter Questions and Answers 

 

Do you have any questions about the school or curriculum that you would like to see answered in our newsletter?  If so, send it in 

with the newsletter draw form and we will do our best to provide the answer in next month’s edition. 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 
  



 



  



 


